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Community Sampling Plan FAQ 
Phase 2: Sediment, Surface-Water and Pore-Water Sampling 
 
General Overview 

1. What are sediment, surface-water, and pore-water, and why are they 
important? 

Sediment is the mud, sand, or soil at the bottom of marshes and waterways. 
Surface-water is the water visible at the surface of sloughs, ponds, and 
channels. 
Pore-water is the water trapped between particles of sediment below the 
surface. 

Analyzing all three helps determine whether contaminants are present and how 
they may move through the environment. 
 

2. Why is Phase 2 focused on marsh areas instead of neighborhoods? 
Phase 1 already tested soils in neighborhoods and open spaces where people live, 
work, and play. Phase 2 shifts to marshes because these are ecologically sensitive 
areas that may have been impacted differently by the fire. 

3. When will Phase 2 sampling begin, how long will it take, and why is it spread 
over multiple days? 
Phase 2 sediment, surface-water, and pore-water sampling is scheduled to begin in 
mid-September 2025. Fieldwork is expected to require about five days total, spread 
across a two-week period. The work is scheduled this way because many of the 
marsh areas are tidal, meaning water levels and access conditions change daily. 
Spreading the effort out allows sampling to take place during favorable tides and 
ensures accurate, representative results while maintaining safe working conditions 
for field staff. 
 

4. Who pays for the testing? 
The sampling and reporting are conducted by Terraphase on behalf of Vistra, the 
company that owns the facility. Oversight and verification are provided by County 
and State agencies to ensure the work meets regulatory standards. 
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Analysis and Testing 
5. What contaminants are being tested in the samples? 

Samples will be tested for specific metals commonly associated with battery fires: 
aluminum, copper, cobalt, lead, lithium, manganese, and nickel. In addition, 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), dioxins, and furans will be analyzed at 
locations where potential fire-related ash or debris has been reported, or where 
sampling sites fall within the IMAAC soot-deposition boundary. 
 

6. Which laboratories are performing the sample analysis? 
Terraphase will use Enthalpy Analytical or another California ELAP-certified lab.  
 

7. How long will it take to receive lab results? 
Analytical results are expected within 3-4 weeks after sampling. 
 

Results and Reporting 
8. What kind of report will be generated after sampling is complete? 

A Sediment, Surface-water and Pore-water Sampling Investigation Report will be 
prepared by Terraphase and submitted to EHB within 30 days following the receipt 
of all analytical data. 

9. How are results verified? 
The investigation report and results are verified and peer-reviewed by independent 
experts coordinated by the County—including toxicologists and scientists from the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Only after that review is complete will results 
be shared publicly. 
 

10. How will the results be used to protect public health and the environment? 
Results will help state and county experts evaluate whether contaminants are 
present at levels of concern. The data will guide next steps, which could include 
more focused testing, risk assessments, or cleanup measures if needed. 
 

11. What is the GIS Data Viewer, and how can residents use it? 
The GIS Data Viewer is an online mapping tool where residents can see the exact 
locations of sampling and view test results. It provides a transparent way for the 
community to understand where testing has occurred and what was found. 
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Community Involvement and Next Steps 
12. How can community members stay informed about the progress of sampling? 

Updates will be available on the Moss Landing incident website 
[https://www.readymontereycounty.org/emergency/2025-moss-landing-vistra-
power-plant-fire], the Moss Landing Battery Fire Data Dashboard and organized 
information updates. 

13. Will there be opportunities for the public to ask questions once results are 
available? 
Yes. Once results are posted, EHB will update the County website and GIS Data 
Viewer and will provide opportunities for residents to ask questions through email. 
 

14. Will there be public meetings to discuss the findings? 
If public meetings are scheduled, details will be shared with the community in 
advance. 
 

15. Who should residents contact if they have questions or concerns? 
Monterey County Health Department, Environmental Health Bureau 
(831) 755-4505 or EHinfo@countyofmonterey.gov 
 

Sampling Locations and Process 
16. How were the sampling locations identified? 

Sampling locations were identified based on reports of potential fire-related debris, 
input from the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, and site visits by EHB and 
state partners. Locations were refined to balance scientific value, access, and 
safety. 
 

17. Does the sampling pose any health or environmental risks? 
No, the soil sampling is not considered a health or environmental risk. 
 

18. Who is present during the sampling process? 
EHB staff are onsite to witness sampling by Terraphase and ensure it aligns with 
approved plans. 
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