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Subject: Oversight and Urgency Regarding Environmental and Public Safety Measures at the Moss 

Landing BESS Facility 
 
Dear Ms. Vodopivec: 
 
The County of Monterey Board of Supervisors would like to express its strong and urgent expectation that the 
Vistra Corporation (Vistra) act with the highest degree of responsibility, transparency, and accountability in the 
ongoing efforts to clean up, maintain, and ensure the safe operation of its the Battery Energy Storage System 
(BESS) facility at the Moss Landing site. 
 
This correspondence is not intended as a notice of enforcement but as a public and formal communication that 
reflects the collective concerns of our residents and the County’s commitment to public safety, environmental 
health, and transparent oversight. We anticipate that Vistra will demonstrate prompt and verifiable compliance 
with the conditions, orders, and recommendations issued by local, state, and federal environmental health 
authorities. 
 
Through the aftermath of the BESS facility fire incident, the County mobilized a multi-departmental response, 
with the Health Department - Environmental Health Bureau (EHB), the Department of Emergency Management 
(DEM), and the Housing and Community Development (HCD) Department closely monitoring the incident 
recovery, while coordinating internally and with partner agencies. We acknowledge and support the ongoing 
efforts of EHB to oversee the implementation of a Community Sampling Plan. This plan is essential to address 
environmental concerns and provide scientifically sound information to the community regarding potential 
impacts to health and the surrounding environment. 
 
We ask that Vistra communicate promptly and proactively with all relevant regulatory agencies, including the 
County-involved departments, and engage in meaningful dialogue with community members. Our constituents 
expect and deserve assurance that hazards are being fully addressed, that mitigation is not delayed, and that any 
lessons from past incidents are being incorporated into future safeguards. 
 



 
Moving forward, the County urges Vistra to: 
 

1. Expedite all outstanding cleanup, maintenance, and risk mitigation efforts. 
2. Fully cooperate with directives and guidance issued by EHB and related oversight authorities; 
3. Participate in public forums and make all relevant environmental data available to the County-involved 

departments and the public; 
4. Align operations with the objectives of the Community Sampling Plan and other local health initiatives; 

and, 
5. Treat community trust and safety as central pillars of your corporate responsibility. 

 
As the locally elected governing body responsible for ensuring the safety and well-being of our residents, the 
Board of Supervisors is committed to maintaining vigilant oversight of the incident recovery. We ask that Vistra 
meet this challenge with the urgency and accountability the public demands and deserves. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to Vistra’s continued commitment to the responsible operations 
of the BESS facility at the Moss Landing site. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris Lopez  
Chair, County of Monterey Board of Supervisors 
On behalf of the County of Monterey Board of Supervisors 
 


