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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
County of Monterey

168 W. Alisal Street, 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

May 20, 2025

Josh F.W. Cook

Regional Administrator

ATTN: Ramon D. Albizu, Federal On-Scene Coordinator, Emergency Response Section I
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Subject: Support for U.S. EPA Oversight and CERCLA Coordination at the Moss Landing Site,
Monterey County

Dear Regional Administrator Josh F.W. Cook,

On behalf of the County of Monterey Board of Supervisors, we write to express our full support for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (US EPA) continued involvement in the oversight and environmental
response at the Moss Landing Power Plant Moss300 Building, owned and operated by Vistra Corporation,
including any applicable authority exercised under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).

We appreciate the US EPA’s presence and technical leadership at this complex site. As local elected officials,
we have been responding to growing public concern regarding the safety, environmental conditions, and long-
term community health. These concerns have underscored the need for urgency, transparency, and robust
intergovernmental coordination.

We respectfully request a more expeditious debris removal operation at the site. While we recognize the
procedural requirements of CERCLA and the need for proper environmental controls, we ask that the US EPA
consider all available mechanisms to accelerate the safe removal of contaminated or damaged materials. A
visibly proactive approach will help restore public confidence, minimize ongoing risk, and support the
community's need for timely, tangible progress.

The County of Monterey, through its County Administrator’s Office, Health Department -Environmental Health
Bureau (EHB) and Public Health Bureau (PH), Department of Emergency Management (DEM), and Housing
and Community Development (HCD), is fully engaged in supporting this effort. It is prepared to collaborate
closely with the US EPA to ensure that local perspectives and needs are understood and addressed.



To that end, we respectfully request that the US EPA:

1. Maintain and communicate a clear timeline of CERCLA -related activities and site actions;

Establish a coordinated pathway with the County’s departments to share data, clarify technical roles, and
ensure alignment with local public health goals;

3. Facilitate collaboration with the County’s Community Sampling Plan to provide residents with trusted,
accessible environmental data;

4. Identify and support opportunities for Monterey County to benefit from CERCLA-authorized resources,
technical assistance, and funding mechanisms that will bolster local health and environmental programs
while protecting public infrastructure; and

5. Assist in hosting public engagement opportunities with the County’s leadership to keep residents
informed and engaged throughout the response and recovery process.

This letter publicly affirms the County’s commitment to transparency and oversight. We sincerely appreciate
the US EPA’s partnership and the tools CERCLA provide to protect our communities and ensure long-term

safety and accountability.

We look forward to continuing a strong and solution-oriented collaboration.

Sincerely,
% At
hris Lopez
Chair, County of Monterey Board of Supervisors

On behalf of the County of Monterey Board of Supervisors



