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Vistra Moss Landing Energy Storage Facility Battery Fire Environmental and Public 
Health Response Timeline 

 
Updated February 20, 2025 

The below timeline represents a summary of Environmental and Public Health response activities related to the 
January 2025 battery fire at the Vistra Moss Landing Energy Storage Facility.  Please see the County of Monterey 
Board of Supervisors meeting presentation by the Department of Emergency Management for a detailed timeline of 
emergency response activities:  
https://www.readymontereycounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/137921/638730600662000000  

January 16, 2025 – Incident Start 

• Lithium-ion battery fire ignites at the Moss Landing Power Plant (Moss 300) prompting emergency 
response by local agencies. 

January 16-17, 2025 – Evacuation Orders Issued  

• Agencies Involved: Monterey County Sheriff’s Office, North County Fire Protection District, Monterey 
County Environmental Health, Monterey County Department of Emergency Management. 

• Guidance Provided:  
o Residents were advised to evacuate due to concerns over toxic smoke exposure. 
o Public were directed to emergency shelters. 
o Health Advisory was issued recommending that residents follow evacuation orders, that sensitive 

groups that see or smell smoke can reduce smoke exposure by remaining indoors with windows 
closed, and that residents with health concerns or symptoms contact their medical provider or seek 
medical attention.  

January 16-21, 2025 – Air Quality Monitoring Initiated 

• Monterey Bay Air Resource District (MBARD conducted air quality monitoring for particulate matter 
• Air Quality Monitoring US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducted air quality monitoring. 
• Findings:  Hazardous compounds that were monitored during the start of the incident were not found to be 

above health action levels; particulate matter levels remained within good to moderate Air Quality Index 
(AQI) thresholds. 

January 18, 2025 – Health Advisory Issued 

• Residents who live closest to the fire or smelled smoke were advised to minimize outdoor activities due to 
possible lingering particulate matter and contaminants in the air. 

• Public was advised to consult with a medical provider if symptoms developed or worsened. 
• Health Advisory was amended periodically as the smoke diminished. 

January 19, 2025 – Evacuation Orders Lifted 

• Post-Evacuation Guidance:  
o Residents were advised to check homes for fire-related residues or unusual odors. 
o Recommendations included to clean surfaces and ventilate indoor spaces. 
o Residents were advised to avoid direct contact with visible ash or debris. 

https://www.readymontereycounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/137921/638730600662000000
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January 20-21, 2025 – Multiagency Public Health Assessment Group Team Mobilized 

• Team was comprised of representatives from California EPA, California Department of Public Health, 
California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), and the California Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 

• Structural engineers assessed site stability. 
• Joint Information Center (JIC) was established for public updates. 

January 24, 2025 – Soil and Surface Water Sampling Initiated 

• California DTSC, in coordination with County of Monterey Environmental Health Bureau (EHB), 
conducted soil screening and collected soil and surface water samples for lab analysis. 

• Guidance issued: Residents were advised to avoid direct contact with visible ash or fire debris. 

January 24, 2025 – Local Drinking Water Systems Testing Initiated 

• Testing was conducted by County of Monterey EHB  
• Completed Tests: Manganese, Copper, Aluminum, Nickel  

o Findings: Heavy metal test results were within non-actionable levels. 
• Pending Tests: Cobalt, Lithium, Asbestos, Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs). 

January 31, 2025 – Preliminary Data from Soil Screening Posted 
• Preliminary screening data from Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) soil samples collected 

January 24 was posted on the incident website. 
 
February 12, 2025 – Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) Soil Screening Statement 

• Initial surface screenings of ash and debris detected elevated levels of metals, subsequent soil samples did 
not. 

 
February 13, 2025 – Medical Provider Health Advisory Issued 

• After consulting with subject matter experts from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), 
County of Monterey Public Health Bureau (PHB) issued a Health Advisory to local medical providers with 
guidance for evaluating patients presenting with fire-related symptoms. 
 

February 18, 2025 – California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment Review Released 
• Metal and PAH concentrations in soil samples from 6 out of 8 soil locations were below acceptable 

screening levels for residential soil. 
 

February 19, 2025 – Community Survey Released 
• The Health Departments of Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz Counties released a community survey 

to systematically gather information about potential health impacts related to the January 2025 battery fire.  
 
 
Ongoing Monitoring & Future Reports 

• Mid to Late March 2025 – 
o Additional soil investigations to be conducted. 
o Public health advisory may be updated based on new findings. 

• Beyond March 2025 – 
o Continued testing and monitoring by responsible party as directed through clean-up process and 

any resulting enforcement action. 
o Clean up as guided by US EPA, OEHHA and CalEPA rules and regulations. 


